THE  QUEEN  AS MEDIATOR

ington and trusted cthat these dangerous and ill-judged measures for
unhappy Ireland will be defeated'.1 She wrote to Mr Goschen that
* v\*e must not mind this narrow view (which is, moreover, NOT shared
by the Conservatives!) and organise the opposition to these dangerous
Bills separately, and then act together. That once effected, we shall see
more clearly what can be done'.- Mr Goschen explained in reply how
the Liberals were trying to * sink party differences 9.3 This letter was sent
to Lord Salisbury, who proceeded to discuss whether the Queen could
dissolve Parliament without Mr Gladstone's consent.4 This reply was
later elaborated into a full memorandum, which discussed whether the
Queen should grant a dissolution if Mr Gladstone asked for one. This
was discussed, not from the constitutional point of view, but simply as
to the effect of a dissolution on the 'party of resistance'. Accordingly,
he advised that the Queen should grant a dissolution.* Mr Goschen was
of the same opinion.6 Both agreed, on further reflection, ' that the
Unionists will gain on a dissolution*.? Mr Gladstone did ask for a
dissolution and mentioned, with unconscious irony, that the Opposi-
tion leader had very strongly urged it.8

Thus, the Queen was in league with the Opposition. She did not, it
is true, communicate information about Mr Gladstone's plans. But she
was engaged in negotiations with the Opposition. She was urging the
union of the two wings of the Opposition and took advice from the
leader of the Opposition as to whether she should dissolve without
advice or refuse a dissolution in spite of the Government's advice. She
was, in short, a member of the Unionist parties. These events are the
best illustration of the remark made by Mr Joseph Chamberlain (before
he became a Unionist) that she was, after all, the granddaughter of
George III.

The Queen's position was much less strong in 1893. She had no
hope of organising an effective Opposition in the House of Commons,
and she could rely only on the House of Lords. She asked Lord
Hartington to write to Sir Henry Ponsonby if there was ' anything
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